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During a dark time in our nation’s history, God raised up an evangelist named 
Dwight L. Moody to shake the church from its complacency.   Moody was challenged 
in his formative years by a revivalist named Henry Varley who said “The world has 
yet to see what God can do with a man fully consecrated to him.”  Moody responded, 
“By God’s help, I intend to be that man.” 
 
Moody eventually took his ministry overseas to England and turned Cambridge 
University upside down.  Out of his evangelistic meetings, a group of young men at 
Cambridge gathered together and started to pray.   
 
At the same time, young people at U.S. colleges began to band together and pray. 
One group consisted of three young men at Princeton University.  They prayed that 
the Lord would somehow open people’s hearts to the need to go as missionaries into 
the world.  Their group covenanted together saying “God permitting, we will go as 
foreign missionaries.”  One of the men, the son of a former missionary to India, was 
named Robert Wilder.  
 
These students decided to do more than pray; they had to organize.  The Evangelist 
Moody called a convention of college students to meet in Mt. Hermon, 
Massachusetts in 1886.  Students from all over the country were invited to come.  
Robert Wilder and his sister Grace attended and Robert spoke passionately about 
the call to missions. 
 
A year before, in 1885, a young man named John R. Mott transferred to Cornell 
University where he studied political science and history. In his eyes, he had two 
options to pursue, law or his father's business.  It was there at Cornell University 
that Mott's life would be changed forever. 
 
J.K. Studd, brother of the famous missionary to China, C.T. Studd, was invited to 
come to America by D.L. Moody and leaders of the YMCA to speak at college 
campuses and share with them a missionary message. On January 14, 1886, he 
spoke at Cornell University.  
 
Mott was late getting to the meeting, and when we arrived he heard J.K. Studd say 
from the pulpit, "Seekest thou great things for thyself? Seek them not. Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God!" That night Mott was arrested by those words.  He could not 
sleep as he pondered in his mind and heart what they could mean for his own life. 
The next day he found Studd for a private conversation and was deeply impressed 
by his life example. That one encounter would change Mott’s life – and it was just the 
beginning. 
 



Though missions was heavily emphasized in his life throughout this season, Mott 
did not commit himself fully until that summer. In the summer of 1886, Mott 
represented Cornell University's YMCA at the first interdenominational, 
international Christian student conference ever held. The conference hosted 251 
college students from 89 colleges and universities.  
 
This gathering was held on the Northfield College conference grounds in Mt. 
Hermon, MA.  World Evangelization was not supposed to be a topic of the 
conference but Wilder and his sister Grace persisted.  Wilder convinced a man 
named A.T. Pierson to give the missions message.  His title was “All should go. And 
go to all.”   Following this message, Wilder went directly to Moody and asked for 
permission to gather ten students to hold a session on “the forgotten peoples.”  
Those ten students each had three minutes to share.  This ended up being the climax 
of the whole event resulting in more missions messages being shared. 
 
On the final day, Robert Wilder gave a missionary challenge and an aggressive 
appeal for personal commitment. Those in attendance were deeply moved.  Wilder 
sought to keep track of the commitments made by writing a similar declaration that 
he and his friends had covenanted to keep a few years before.   
 
It stated, "We, the undersigned, declare ourselves willing and desirous, God 
permitting, to go to the unevangelized portions of the world.”  That day 100 men 
signed what was known as the "Princeton Pledge.”  These men became known as the 
"Mount Hermon One Hundred."  
 
John Wesley once said, ``Give me a hundred men who fear nothing but God, hate  
nothing but sin and are determined to know nothing among men but Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified, and I will set the world on fire with them.” 
 
Among the 100 men was none other that John R. Mott. That meeting was the 
beginning of the Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions.  Mott officially 
organized the group in 1888. 
 
The rallying cry of this movement was "The evangelization of the world in this 
generation." As leader and organizer of the SVM, Mott had a huge task before him if 
they were to see their motto fulfilled.   He stayed the course led the SVM for more 
than thirty years.  Others like Wilder also stayed the course and despite different 
assignments for different seasons, they were committed for life. 
 
Mott felt that the best way to fulfill the motto was to mobilize thousands of college 
students to take the gospel to the ends of the earth. He attempted to do what 
organized religion had not been able to do before in history.  And that was to join 
students from all different denominational backgrounds to one joint purpose: taking 
the gospel to the ends of the earth.   
 



John Mott never lived overseas as a long-term missionary, but he traveled the world 
in an effort to connect with missionaries and national students in each country he 
visited.  He is what we would call today a “missions mobilizer.”  His work made it 
possible for more people to affect world evangelization through praying, giving, and 
going. 
 
The Student Volunteer Movement became probably the most potent force for 
missions that we have ever known.  In about 10 years time, there were 100,000 who 
committed themselves.  80,000 young people met together on a regular basis, 
praying that the Lord of the Harvest would thrust forth missionaries into His 
harvest.  Of those 80,000, some 20,000 volunteered to go overseas (and actually 
went).   
 
The other 60,000 stayed home and formed themselves into a group called the 
Layman’s Missionary Movement.  This movement was composed of college 
graduates who went on to become the businessmen, lawyers, bankers, and doctors 
of the day.  They met regularly to pray for those who had gone overseas and 
eventually encouraged the giving of large sums of money for their support. 
 
The leaders of the SVM, like Mott and Wilder, showed the power students and young 
adults have to start movements.  They showed why organization is very important.  
Prayer and organization together are vital; and that is what they did.  Without men 
like Moody fanning the flames of revival and awakening in America and overseas, 
there would have been no context for the movement.   
 
Without visiting missionaries like Studd challenging students with bold messages to 
lay down their lives and ambitions for the Gospel’s sake , the movement would not 
have found its top organizers and promoters.  Without Spiritual fathers like Luther 
Wishard and A.T. Pierson giving mentoring and guidance to the movement it may 
have been over as soon as it began.   
 
Without unsung heroes, like Robert Wilder’s sister Grace, the fires of missionary 
zeal would have become cold embers.  Grace received a prophetic word that 100 
men would volunteer at the Mt. Hermon conference and that word came to pass.  
God used a woman like Grace to plow and push forward this missions movement.  
He can use you too.   
 
Both Robert and Grace Wilder took off for college campuses around the country in 
order to spread the message.  At this time, Wilder’s father was on his deathbed and 
Wilder was about to back out of this circuit.  But his father called him to himself and 
released him to the work saying, “Let the dead bury the dead .  You go and preach the 
Kingdom.”  Within one year he had hit 162 campuses, traveling only by train and got 
2,106 students to volunteer for mission service, 500 of them women. 
 
All of these forerunners took strength in the stories of those who had gone on before 
them like the ones about Samuel Mills and the Haystack Prayer Meeting that took 



place among students a William’s College and launched America’s first missionaries 
like Adoniram Judson.  The histories of other generations in God gave them 
permission to stand on their foundations and go further, faster. 
 
Every person has a part to play in God’s global mission.  Another Missionary 
Statesman named John Stott, with an “S”, has said, “We must be global Christians 
with a global vision because our God is a global God.”  The Lausanne Covenant - 
substantially crafted by Stott, says that world evangelization requires “the whole 
church to take the whole gospel to the whole world.” 
 
Every generation has the opportunity to consummate what the other generation 
attempted.  What was theirs to begin is now passed down as ours to complete.  We 
have to start first with knowledge.  By looking into the world deeply through 
research, our prayers can be fueled by with the fresh fire that comes when the Spirit 
hits our understanding with revelation and burden.   
 
We must also consecrate ourselves, praying dangerous prayers like, “My life for the 
Gospel and the glory of God among the nations, whatever the cost!” or “Here I am 
Lord, send me!”   
 
Have you experienced the power of God?  Then you are the best candidate to 
“volunteer freely in the day of His power!”  It’s time to “get with the plan of Heaven” 
and take the Gospel to the last and the least- the hardest and darkest. 
 
Every testimony is an opportunity for us to say, “Do it again God!”  As we reflect on 
the last remaining unreached people groups and the incredible needs of the world in 
our generation- may out hearts cry together:   
 
“Come Holy Spirit!  Do it again God!” 
 


